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1. Besiz for +he Formation of the RNB 50X1 —HUM‘

50X1-HUM

large numbers
of the university youth had already been infected by Bolshevism =-- which
they had apparently picked up while in the bigh schecls. In the realiza- 50X1-HUM
tlon that more positive resulis could be obtained hy o1 nizing youth on
educational levals balow that of ths wniversities

Be @begm %o crgaalze the students of the high echools, the 50X1-HUM !
tusiness axd trade schools s 8od thes sgricultural gehools, In 1931

efforts zulminated 1n the formation of Bulgamsiy Mlade (ki Tayuz Oteta

[Buligarian Youth Allienze/s This movement developed rapldly and appeared 50X1-HUM
to be the only one sucsemsrul in coping with the Communist youth of

Bulgarie. Its success in sombetting Comnunism, ae contrasted tc other

nationglietis groups, was explained perhaps by the fact that 1t daid no*

Persecute and denoucce the Communist students as cther organizations

were inclined to dc. Ra‘her » 1t sttempted to convert such youth through

1declogical litersture, fair. behavior, and thruvggh understanding,

¢» In FPebruary 1932, a¢ Sofis, & public meeting was held under the direstion
Of & leading Bolshevik égltitor, (fau) Bakelo?f. Members of ths Bulgarian
Youth Alliance who were Present at this public meeting were subjected to
Severe criticism and as & result, a stieet bravwl ensued,' Whan' the “smoke
rad cleared, the Bulgarian Youth Allisnce had physically defeated the
Cemrmunist participants in the aforementioned public meeting.' By virtue
of the bitterness of this feud, an official goverzmental pronouncement
ordered the dissolutitn of all Cotmunist ¢libs and other youth organiza-
tions of the universities and high achcols in Sofia. i 1
I
|

ds The coup d'etat of 1934 installed an suthoritarian government in Bulgaris.

" The nev government continued tc ban the Communiet Party &nd also outlawed !
the Bulgarien Youth Alliance, The following year /19357 Xing Boris ine 5
stalled his own regime s but 342 not 11+ the bar on political parties, i
The result of this action vas s Of courge, more favorable to the Commu-
nists tkan it was tc the non-Communist parties for the Communist Party :
was psychologically more capedble of adjusting itself to illegal opera- X
tions and covert activities, ’—a_ns_" this was the turning 50X1-HUM
point in the political life of Bulgaria because » by the various decrees
which snuffed the life of nozeCommurist parties s they either had to go
undsrground or feace goveramental reprissl,
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Since the coup d'etat of 193k a solution was sought to the decrees which
outlawed legitimate political parties, particularly a sclution which
would permit the Youth Alliance tc continue. However, since no univer-
31ty or educationgl youth WCvements were permitted, an attempt was mace
*0 conceel elements of the previcusly mentioned organization within the
roverful all Bulgarian Federation Ote*s Paisli

forzed %o either obey the king and dissolve the Youth
Alliance or *c -ontinue its life, He chose %o continue, but since
wontinuation meant opposition 4o poalitical dezrees, forced to
develop w -covert srganizaticn. | |aims were realized inm the ©aliow-
irg manner: fr » tha ranks of the Bulgarian Youth Alliance were gelected
only “host whi hs.d been moest aztive, most disciplined, and most discreet
The RNR wes formed from this grour in 1926, The remaining members of
the ¢ld Bulgarian Ycuth Aliiance were instruzted to join either as
adhersn%: or fo remain in *he Youth Secticn of the Otets Paisii,

The RNB was founded on 19 July 1936, aftser much sovexd, PrEpara
in the faie of the governmentel decrees,

3. Prograu sad Ideclogy of RNB

f.

The palisisal ddeniogy formulaisgd by tne AND was cuntained in a ereed
which consisted of 12 points; the program for the functioning of this
orgenization consisted of 35 points. As a consequence, a detailed plan
for the future administration of the Bulgarian nation was worked out
between 1936 and 1943 by the Planning Depariment of RNB, Over 800
specislists took part {n developing this plen, For 1iisc colors the
organitation adopted a banner which was dark burgerdy rel {n color,

The insignis on this pennsnt was called "bagar”, tha ancient Bulgarian
emblem which was in the form of a crossed ciisle. The basir principlae
from which the ideology and program were derived were:

(1) Bulgaria 45 aa etanicai, spiritusl, sosial wad tarritorial entity
posaesned of its ovn individuality and predestinad by God not %o be
subjected to any individusl interests,.

(2) Unification of Bulgaria.

(3) Bocial justice 15 & fundamental need of the Bulgarisn people and
is tc be realized in a non~-internationalistic philosophy.

{4) Rule by a 1iberal Perlismentary system.

(5) To say that one is a Bulgu"ian citizen is a}: asgertion which has to
be proved daily through -deeds. '

(6) Members must maintain integrity and honor.

(7) An emphasis on the Bulgarian people's relationship tc God, to the
Bulgarian soil, and to the idas of Zfreedor for all -- &5 individuals
and as members of a total Bulgsrian society,

(8) The Bulgarian Orthodox Church is the religious expression of the
Bulgarian people (99 percent of the Bulgarians were members of the
Orthodox Church), .

(9) The Bulgarian king is an expression of the aspirations of the
Bulgarian people. (After the death of King Boris, RNB stood for
the idea of a republican form of government.)

(10} No professional politicians are desived az meshers,

50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM?
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(11).Froductive labor is the duty of every Bulgarian.

Organizetional Structure of RNB

pogry

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

L,

a. The dictatorisl regime of Bulgaria deprived the people of political
freedom, public speech, peaceful.asszmbly and freedom of the press.
Public life was controlled and, directed by the state which curtailed
any political activity centrary to dts own philosophy.

5. The basic princizles of the RNB organization were covertness, independ-
ence, and membership comprised of qualified and willing personnel.
Within the framework of organization, the RNB compartmented its
activities in order that members knew only those who were in their
own units. Information was disseminated within the organization on
& need-to-know basis. The diverse functions of the orgenizatics wers
8et up on the basis of projected sctivities. The following scheme
portrays in general the organizational structure of RNB.

Head Stofe
(Chiets)

Head Center
{Admin,)

Legal Institution for
Defense ] : " Orators,Speakers
Sexrvice | Organisation off & Indoctrinators

T "M Sofia City
- Technical ! ce
{ Financial Reconnsicsenss Crgauisavion of Phnning_, Bervices Help
| Barvice Bervice tha..Country Depts | (Printing, [ Bervice
Radio
Broad-
casting)
S8tudents Branch Cells Combatants| | Activists| | Womens
(Universities, Branch Bianch Branch Erazch
.Highk Schecls, - -
Jr.High Schools,
Secret Mewbers Trade Bchoele,
& Adherents Br, Business.Sehools
{Army officers, Agricultural
police officers,
Justices, ete.)
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From 1936 to 1936 the growth of RNB was quite rapid. In fact, on three 50X1-HUM
different occasions the organization refrained from recruitinf and

admitting new members. Reasons for its rapid propagation,
vere the following:
50X1-HUM

(1) The intellectually capable leadsrs who originally formed the nucleous.
{2) sincere leadershiyp,

(3) A mode2 organlzation in that it satisfied the pclitical desires of
the youth of Bulgarisa,

(4) The ideclogical and political vacuum of the country.

(5) Inability of former rolitical parties tc analyze the prevalent
political situations of the day.

(6) T™he unpopularity of the authoriterian government.,
(7) An anti-Bolshevik policy.

(8) A 1arge quantity of well written jdeclogical literature and sound
training of its members,

(9) Political tact on the officisl level.

In 1938 another turning point occuwrred in the relitical life of RNB, In

March of that year the "Psople's Movement" wunich was considered a conserv.

ative Bulgarian party (led by Professn» A, Tsankoff), and the Communist

"Pecple ‘s Front" undertook a strange coaliticn, One of the major tenets

in this platform was to diract their combined assaults upon RNB., Two

bloody etreet fights ensued in which the younger elements cf RNB deci-

eively defeated personnel of the mentioned coalition. The ruling

elements of Bulgaria were surprised by the size and character of RKB,

Consequently, that same year ﬁ93§7 they began to persecute this organe~

ization on tue vame level as they did the Communist Party. In their

estimetion the RNB wvas ag dangerous to the administration as the Come

nunist Party. As & result of these persecutions » RNB vas forced to go

further wnderground for large numbers of its members had besn arrested, 50X1-HUM
many had teen sent to concentration camps, and several were tried by

Bulgarian ourts. The organizer Aas orted in 1938 for

three months,

ctually, such actions by the govermment mads RKE nore attractive and
served to make 1t qualitatively stronger since the leaders were forced
tc implement cperational methods vhich would stend up against investiga-
tiea, Vhen the organiser was tried in 1941, the lealers of previously
dissolved democratic parties provided funds necassary to employ an
bonorary legal defendsr. Members of these parties eventually Joined
the KNB,

Although RFB was bitterly Opposed to Communisn and preferred to see
Gerwany Ssfeat the UBER during Werld War II, it wvas not a Fescist
organisation although the opposition brandsd it as such, Bince the
characteristics of Nasiiem were anti-morarchist, antiereligious, and
sati-Masonic, ite political philoscphy was dlametrically opposed to
ths principles of the RNB, This organigaticn was:

(1) first, pro-monarchistic and later pro-republicar.

(2) pro-Goa and Pro-dason, [Mary of 1ts members vare of?icislc in the
Bulgarian Masonic Grand Lodge,/

CONFIDENTIAL

)




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/18 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600060002-3

50X1-HUM

CONFIDENTIAL
-6 -

It obvicusly was not a Fasoist mevement. However, Bolshevik prope.-~
gandists and some misguided nationalists aftzr World War II referred
to it as a Fascistie organization,

PR

6. Submersion of RNB

2, VWher World War II broke out in Burope, the leaders of RNB aecided that
during this war they would net strive towards the sventual overthrow
of dicta*torial rule, They did decide, hcwever, to continue in the
fight agsinst the Bulgarian Communist Party, to influence the governa
ment through pulli- criticism, to take advantage of Lue reople’s. dis~-
content zoncerning World War II, tut meanvhile to bide their time until
the war epded,

o In August ;.91&2, when the king passed 8vay and the Bulgarian pclitical
s1tuation Became extremely confused, the ileader of RNB invited three
Bulgariar organizations tc merge with the RNBE. In this effort he was
suceosaful for BRAFNIK, a state youth organization which members of RINB
had infiltrated, accepted the invitation. Alliance of the Bulgarian
Youth Legions, s semi-Fascistic organization, affiliated, a8 did the
Bulgsrian Youtl. Allianze previousiy mentioned, Shortly after the death
of the king, all three of thess orgenizations daclavesd that they werg
uligning themselves with and accepting the philosophy of the Youth
Movement, RNB.

Cc. By virtue of the Juncture of the three youth groups; the bulk of the
young peclitical life of Bulgaria appeared to Finally nave been united.
By mid 1942 Communist activity had been coasiderably curtailed hy the
government and it was forced to §0 further undergrcund. The fight
againgt Communism in Bulgaris, however, continuad., On 9 September {
1945 the President of Red Bulgaria, the former well known Becretary
of the Third Interational, Gecrg: DMwitrov ., uisclused in hic speech
at the Natioral Theaier in Sofia that the Bulgarisn Sommunist Party,

\ as of 9 Beptember 19%4, contained nc more than 3500 membera.

ds  In November 1942, shortly after the various youtk movements of Bulgaria
seated to have reached a poizt of understanding and depariure, the-
Btalingraed cffensive was launched. This offensive » &3 history reveals,
began on 18 Xovembar 1942 and 1ts results swlminated in success for the
Soviet Union., Once it was realiged by the leadors of RNB that Soviet
forces could not be aontained by the German Army, their party and their
novement $%00d in  jeopardy i land vhen the Boviet Army entersd Bulgaria.
Consequently, it was decided by rankicg officers to submerge the RNB and
disperse throughout Bulgaria ite various members, Undsr instructions in
1943 and 194k, members of the town and village formations were ordered to
quarrel publicly, to refrein from Zfurther sctivity, no longer to associate
vith each other, and in gome sases to contewn the RNB as & stupid unnec-
essary organizativa. It was 41fficult to convince the more active mene-
bers of RNB tiat the mctions desoribed above vere necessary not only to
save the members, but the urganisation iteelf, Through the dispersal of
alsrents, oniy the most exposed members remained on duty,

o. In March 19k | dropped leaflets over Sofis praising the
- REB fer its politieal attitude. JFive thousand of the mors mture
members were 2alled ther in Safis vhere they were armed srd pre- 50X1-HUM
pared to Join forces somswhare in the south, Such &
meeting, of aourse, did not materisliszs, In August 1944 the archives

Buljaria beesuss the Communist farves wsre by that time sbout to enter 50X1-HUM
the country, A nwaber fled to|  |vhere they took part in the
Bulgarian exile gevarnment, heping that they could soon Join] forces 50X1-HUM

and relurn to their country,

50X1-HUM
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7. The RUB Bebind *he Iron Curtain
50X1-HUM
8o the BNB is the only crganizaticn in the Balkans which ‘

d.

8. mwB
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still carries in mind the eventusl overthrow of Bolsheviem, In last
minute preparations the RNB was instructed to lvse its identity avd
refrain from any activity, This does not mean that this unit has ceased
Lo exzet, Ius leaders instructed the membership not tc take part in any
<“ppesition movements or 1o provoke the new Communist govermuent of
Bulgaria for 1t was fel* that suck sctiens would ke tactless and would
eltimately prove destructive, The RNB is 5t111 aiive and 13 canfident,

142 day will 2owe. Correspondence veceived from Bulgaria in 1953
indicates that the members anticipate the day when they can be suicess-
fully utilized, 1In 1952 Stefan Yovena, ore of the Bulgarians associated
vith Radic Pree Europe in Munich, mentioned the RNB crganization during

4 broadcast, Word came indirectly from Bulgaria in which it was intimated
that 1f Bulgarians outside the country could net stop this individwal from
mentionicg their crganization, they would, Fuwrther statemenhs Trom
Dulgaris revealed the atuitude of members of RNB wne felt that Yovens,
"for = damned salary", was Jecpardizing the future of their crganization.

tae old politital parties of Bulgaria were dissclved and paralyzed by
May 1934, The average age of these members ot that time was 3R years,
Stetis*i-ally, many of them are dead ard others ars tes cld %o be of

usé in any cootemplated resistance. The political groups such as the
Radizals, Sozial Democrsts, Agrarisns and Zveno which formed = coalition
between 194L and 1948, have suffered sonsiderable 1¢ss from reprisal by
the existirg goverwwert and through ihe death of Jesders whc were beyond
middle age during World Wer IJ,

Te rlace our faitn in the formar Bulgarian Agrarian Party is, ia my (
e3timation, a fundamental mistake becanse 1% was & class party which

vas repudiated by prastizally =1l of “the anti-Commuaists in Bulgaria --
even pro-Coemmunist cultured Bulgarians denounced this party. Universal
histery doss not point up a single cmse in which the peasant clase ruled
& Eurapsan zcuntry, tut reveals peasan! revolts always culminated in
eventusl supprsssicn. In must alsc be torne in mind thet the Bulgariar
reasar', class whish sonstituted in pre~Communist time 78 percent of the
populatior, %oday [i95£7 represents about 50 percent of Bulgaria's totel
pepulsticn, It muat aIdé te borme in ming that the pssaant youth in the
majoriy of Bulgerian viliages 1g nowadays ﬁ95'i7 sttracted by Communism,
not cuiy vezauss of indectrination, tut also because such youth has re-
Jaivel more attractive employment and actually feals that it has profited
economically "rom the new crder,

In 1944 the average age of the youth in the aforemantioned movements was )
approximately 23 years. Accordingly, now /19547 the majority of this

gegment of the B an poruiation sheuld approximate 33 years in age, 50X1-HUM
’—und]this stratun of Bulgarian soclety is the only

loglcal one upon wkiak s future for Bulgaris could be planned. The

creed meztioned ¢n yage three, in my estimation, is an excellent point

st departurs, for it attracts not only members of the RNB but the army,

police, clergy, teschers and laborsrs,

and the Future

With reference to the possibility of military conflict in the future, a
Question arises as to vhat moment would be most ttune for RNB to

engage in effectiva resistance, o active resistance 50X1-HUM
should be auzpected until Western armed forces contemplate making entiry

into Bulgaris.

Ragardlug s eventasl liberetion or Bulgaria, ancther question arises --
should RWB take active part in Bigarien governmental affeirs at the
earliest possible mcment? | | 50X1-HUM
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(L) It is well known that any person or pariy which rules a country
during the first several years of so-called 1liberty would place
itself in a position of Jeopardy and attack from all quarters,

(2) The RWB would need couple of .years to reorganize and reorient
itself,. . : .

ce The institution of a nev government in Bulgarig should depend on a
prearranged plan cn the pert of :’Iis allies. Pactors wvhich 50X1-HUM
they should consider regarding the institution of & new form of govern-
ment replacing G umunism ayes: .

(1) Monarchy or republic > With or without the constitution of Tarnovo,

(2) Monarchy or republic s with or without Doctor G.M. Dimitrov whose
real aims are bitterly disputed and not understood in Bulgaria.

(3) Becognition of the social needs of Bulgaria,

(%) Whether or not to utilize| forces for occupation -- 50X1-HUM
in xy-estimation, such action would meet with dire consequences for 1
toe Bulgarian populstion has absolutely no respect for efther
oationnlity because of historieal conflict for many centuries.

- end =

50X1-HUM
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